
POSTCARD Critique 
1. Choose ONE Art Piece from a modern artist that we have studied this year: Pablo Picasso, Henri Matisse, 

Salvador Dali, Frida Kahlo, Georgia O’Keeffe. 
 

2. Look at the Art Piece and read a bit about the meaning / purpose of the work (if available) online.  Some good 

sources include:  

 https://www.theartstory.org/ 

 https://artsandculture.google.com/ 

 https://www.moma.org/ 

 https://smarthistory.org/ 
 

3. Use the Critique Process Rough Work area on this page (below) to gather information and formulate content for 

your assignment. 

 

 

(DESCRIPTION) Record the credit line of the Art Piece… 

Artist: ______________________________     Title: ________________________________ 

Medium: ___________________________       Date: ___________________ 

(ANALYSIS)  

Identify the ONE strongest Element of Design in the piece: __________________________ 

Explain how it is used to create the strongest Principle of Design in the piece: ____________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

(INTERPRETATION) Based on what you have read about the Art piece online…. 

What does this art piece mean?  Why was it created / it’s purpose? ____________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

(JUDGEMENT) Provide your opinion… 

What do you like / dislike about the work? (briefly) _________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

What would you like to ask the artist about the art work? (make sure it is NOT a superficial question) 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.theartstory.org/
https://artsandculture.google.com/
https://www.moma.org/
https://smarthistory.org/


 

 

4. On the postcard provided, imagine that you are writing a letter to the artist (as though you are his/her friend).  

In the content of your letter, be sure to include the following… (2 marks per item) 

 

a. Reference the Art Piece you saw, being sure to provide ALL credit line information - be sure to underline 

the title.   
 

b. Discuss ONE Element of Design and ONE Principle of Design in the context of how it is really effectively 

used in the work. 
 

c. Make reference to the meaning / purpose of the work (that you found out from reading about it). 
 

d. Comment on what you like and/or dislike about the Art work? (be sensitive to the artist’s feelings) 

 

e. Pose a question about the work to the artist – what do you really want to know more about? (make sure 

it is NOT a superficial question) 

 

5. On the other side of your postcard, provide a colour copy of the artwork you were talking about.  You have 

options: print it in colour / print it in black & white and colour it / draw & colour it. 

 

HOW YOU WILL BE MARKED:  Communication – 15 marks 

Content & Written Communication (10 marks)  

 How well did you include the information requested for this assignment? You will receive a mark out of 2 for 

each of the points required (see above, #4, a-e) based on quality. 

Visual Communication (5 marks) 

 Neat / Legible / Complete Writing (2 marks) - writing is neat and easy to read, filling the space provided on 
the postcard (not more or less). 
 

 Size / Clarity / Colour of Image (3 marks) - Recognizable, coloured image of the Art Piece you are critiquing 
fills one side of the postcard    (* bonus mark may be awarded for high quality hand-made image)  

 

 


